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Community Disco on 10th April 
Under 8's Fair on 8th May 
Free Debt Advice 
Credit Union News 
and loads more... 
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Residents Contributions 


This Newspaper is for YOU to use to 
announce your service or event. It is here 
to build links across the community; to 
help residents get in touch with 
interesting, informative and fun activities 
and events. 


The Editorial Committee are looking for more 
articles and letters. We'd also like cartoons, 
illustrations, and maybe some photos or poems. 
What do you want to see in this Newspaper? Tell 
us. There will be no charge for letters or articles 
from local residents, only appreciation. 


Write to: 

Al Cane, c/o The Dovecote, 
Nightingale Avenue, Blackbird Leys, 
Oxford, OX4 5BU. Or email to 
leysnews@hotmail.com 


Advertisements 


This Newspaper 
reaches at least 
5,000 doormats. 
You can inform 
people about your 
service or event 
either with an 
advert or an insert. 
Prices vary depending 


Full Page 
1/2 Page 
1/4 Page 
1/8 Page 


Profit-making Groups 


or Inserts: £80 per 1000. 
Non-profit-making Groups 


The deadline for Issue 15 of 


Leys News is June 11th 


Issue 15 will be distributed in the 2nd 
week of July. You can send hand written 
contributions by post but please make 
sure it’s legible. If you are able, we ‘d like 
text-only files on disk. You can also send 
contributions by e-mail to 


leysnews@hotmail.com 


We may edit any contributions received. 
We cannot guarantee to publish all 
letters sent in. The editorial committee 
can in no way accept responsibility for 
services supplied by our advertisers. 
For more information call 


Al Cane on 0410 588349. 


Distribution Service 


Let Leys News take 
the stress and 
strain of making 
sure everyone in 
Blackbird Leys 
knows what you 
want them to know. 


Leys News offers a low 
cost distribution 


£160 
£80 
£40 
£20 


£80 
£40 


Full Page 
1/2 Page 
1/4 Page £20 
1/8 Page £10 

or Inserts: £45 per 1000. 


on whether you are a 
profit-making 
organisation or not. 
Also the size of the 
advert affects the price. 
The table to the right 
shows these prices: 


service to local 
businesses, 
organisations, etc. 
Leys News will 
distribute your flyers, 
leaflets, etc when 
needed at the following 


Your photograph published in 
Leys News 


costs: 
£45 for 1,000 Leaflets or £22.50 
for 500 


We're looking for interesting 

photographs of the following subjects: 
PICTURES OF HOW IT USED TO BE - BEFORE 
ALL THE NEW HOUSES WERE BUILT; A 
BLACKBIRD LEYS BY NIGHT; AERIAL PHOTOS 
OF BLACKBIRD LEYS OR FROM THE TOWER 
BLOCKS. 


We will publish the best ones received in the 
next issues. all photos will be returned and 
that’s a promise. We look forward to receiving 
your photos. 


To post 2nd class the 
cost would be £200 for 
1000. You would also 
have to pay for 
envelopes. For further 


. information contact Al 


Cane on 0410 
588349. 
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If you can help with translation, please call 
Al Cane on 0410 588 349. 
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Editorial 


Is it spring yet? It 
certainly feels 
like it. So 
welcome to this 
springtime issue 
(number 14) of 
Leys News. We’re 
making a few 
more changes in 
this issue - 
you may notice an increase in the use 
of photographs and some changes in 
the colour of the pages inside, making 
it easier to read. We're featuring Music 
Power 99 this issue as it was sucha 
positive week back in February at the 
Youth Centre showing what an 
abundance of youthful musical talent 
there is in Blackbird Leys. 


It's hard for us to respond to breaking 
news as we only come out every three 
months but we are working towards 
publishing more frequently. We also 
want to set up a website for Leys 
News and welcome anyone interested 
to come forward with suggestions. 
Please tell us what you like or don’t 
like about Leys News. We want your 
response, opinions, suggestions, 
photographs and input. 

A big thanks are due to William 
Barnes who has recently stepped down 
from our editorial board, any 
interested people who want to take his 
place please step forward. 


Finally Leys News has a new 
development worker in post and this is 
the first issue he’s worked on. His 
name is Al Cane and we're including 
his picture here, so if you see him 
wandering about the estate - he'd 
welcome a wave and a chance to say 
hello - often wearing that black hat 
and carrying a camera. He's on the 
lookout for interesting news 

stories who knows what will turn 
up in next issue? Enjoy the spring. 


(photos in this issue - Al Cane) 
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Farmstead 


The Barn Youth Club which meets every 
Wednesday evening at The Barn, 
Nightingale Avenue, hosted the Pegasus 
Theatre’s presentation of the play; 'Where 
The Heari Is'. The evening was very well 


attended and enjoyed, the young people OPENING TIMES FOR HOUSING 


appreciated the dynamic presentation of 
issues that are relevant to them and ASSOCIATION TENANTS 
affect their lives. The Farmhouse is open from 9am 
The Barn youth club is still growing and tolpm and from 2pm to 5pm Monday 
developing facilities for young people, and has a to Friday. Ealing Family Housing ~ 
need for more volunteers who have an apie Ss F ig s 
enthusiasm for assisting and encouraging young Association staff will not be available 
people in a range of sports and activities. after 12 noon on the first Wednesday of 
The youth club meets Wednesday evenings 7.30- each month. Oxford Citizens Housing 
9.30pm. entrance costs 50p. Association staff will not be available 
Any potential volunteers please call until 2pm on the first Wednesday of the 
Nicqui on 714155 especially if you've | ™onth. 

had previous youth work experience. The Farmhouse will be closed for the 
The Farmstead Management Group wish Easter holiday from 5pm on April 1st, 
everyone a very happy Easter. and reopens on April 6th at 9.00am. 
If you would like to see your Housing 
Officer PLEASE make an appointment 
wherever possible by phoning: 
OCHA: 714509, EFHA: 712244, 
CHERWELL: 722711 or 717210 on 
Wednesdays 9.30am - 12.30pm. 


Youth club members desperate to get 
into the Barn on a Wednesday night 


Following the success of the Christmas Disco, here's another one : 


Easter Entertainment and Disco 


at The Barn on Saturday 10th april 1999 


Children's entertainer “Billy James> will be bringing Punch and Judy 
and magic 5.30-6.30pm and all children (accompanied by an adult) 
will receive an ‘egg. The disco will start at 7pm with Bar 
Food will be available. provided by Pedlars Community Catering 


Service. Entrance is 50p each for children accompanied by an adult 
paying £1 (includes disco) 
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LEYS ARTS GROUP 


In existence for 3 years, this small community 
arts group has done several art projects around 
Blackbird Leys, including the schools 

and at the Adventure Playground, as 

well as the mosaic project of 3 years 

ago. The photograph to the right is a 

detail from one of a series of 7 

embroidered hangings in the Holy 

Family Church. Future projects include 

a collaboration with the Ashmolean 

Museum and the Youth Centre. 


Anyone interested in joining the group 
please phone Celia Ward on 776640. 


Cartoonist Wanted 


A volunteer is wanted to help illustrate publicity 
for the local Credit Union. If you are interested in 
helping, especially if you can draw cartoon 
animals, please call Jim Hewitt on 773098. 


Get dancing! 


Coming out of the questionnaire/survey in the 
last issue of LEYS NEWS is a big demand for Line 
Dancing and Tea Dances in Blackbird Leys. 
Anyone want to take this up and organise 
something locally? Contact Leys News and 

we'll pass it on. 


Fry's Hill Art 


Residents of Fry’s Hill were recently 
leafletted for their opinions and views as 

to what to build or create for the Fry's 

Hill Art Project. We await the results and 
will keep you posted of any developments. & 


Local Shop 


According to the City Council it now seems very 
likely that a convenience shop will be built on the 
City Farm site. There are also proposals to 
develop small business or craft units in the aisled 
barn. Watch this space... 


Girl Guides 


The lst Blackbird Leys Girl Guides are now 
meeting on Fridays from 7 - 9pm at the Holy 
Family Church and they are growing in numbers 
fast! Call Heather Retter on 711429 to find out 
more. 


Free Health Courses 


The WEA are running 
Women’s Health Courses 
this summer and are 

keen to hear what you 
want covered. For more 
information call Annie on @ 
361841. 
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Green light for 
recreation at Fry's Hill 


The land at Fry’s Hill has been given the 
go-ahead for recreational use by 
Oxford's City Council Environmental 
Protection Committee. After extensive 
tests for heavy metals and methane 
the consultants reported that simple 
remediation work could be carried out 

-| to make it safe for recreational use. 
seq This would involve putting in a ‘vent’ 
~) trench as a precautionary measure to 
=7 allow any gases to escape, which is 
standard practice in a situation like this. 
So it’s full speed ahead to develop the land. 


Parish Council News 


New Parish Councillors wanted. Please come to 
the Annual Parish meeting to find out more or 
call Molly Florey on 712620. The Annual Parish 
meeting is on Tuesday 6th April at 7.30pm at the 
Holy Family Church Hall. 


Bus changes 


From April 26 all Cityline 52 buses will operate to 
and from the Rail station. The new timetable will 
give Blackbird Leys a direct bus to the 
station every 6 minutes in daytime and 
every 10 minutes in the evenings and on 
Sundays. 
B The start of the Oxford Transport Strategy 
has been put back to May 31st. The High 
Street will be closed to all general traffic 
from 7.30am - 6.30pm every day. The 52 
bus will then set down at a new stop on 
the High Street at Carfax. Further 
information from The Oxford Bus Company on 
785400. 


Millennium Fever? 


Is anything organised for Blackbird Leys yet? 
Other areas and communities are getting their 
ideas and planning together. If anyone is doing 
anything over the next year please let us know at 
Leys News and we'll help to publicise it in our 
pages. 


Football stadium 


Light on the horizon or another false dawn? Are 
we getting closer to resolving this ongoing 
impasse. Does it depend on the success or lack of 
it by Oxford United on the pitch? Or are there 
other factors at play 
here. Oxford Green Party 
are inviting all interested 
parties to a Public 
Meeting on the 
Stadium, Monday 24 
May at 7.30pm at the 
Holy Family Church Hall. 
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ANGLICAN, BAPTIST, METHODIST, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 


CHURCH:OFTHEHOLY:FAMILY 
BLACKBIRD:LEYS 


Holy week 


Thursday 1st April 7 for 7.30pm ‘Passover’, Eucharist and Vigil 
Good Friday 2nd April 12 noon meet at Holy Family to walk to 
Templars Square for joint act of 

witness as part of ‘Churches 
in Cowley and District’ 
7.30pm 
Passion reading 
Saturday 3rd April from 1lam Decorate the Church 
Easter Sunday 4th April 6am Sunrise Vigil followed by 
breakfast and painting of 
eggs at Church House 
10am 
with Easter Egg hunt 


Together 


Good Friday Liturgy with dramatised 


Family Communion 


Would you like to be a 
Director of a local community 
childcare business? 


DROP IN CRECHE 


Dovecote - Jungle Room 
Drop your Child(ren) in and have 


Do you have... 
* an interest in 
childcare? 
°2-4hrs 
per week 
free 

time? 

* the 
energy to 
make things 
happen for 
Blackbird Leys? 
* good 
communication 
skills? 


Community 


The Community 
(Mobile) Creche is 
looking for people 
of all ages and 
abilities to 
join its 
Board of 
Directors. 
aD Free 
training, 
cies 
enses 
aid for 
meetings & CDI 
support available. 
Get involved, we’re 
a lovely lot! Call 
Gillian Warland on 
717701 for more 
information. 


three hours to do the shopping, 
house work or just to relax 


10am - 1pm 

MONDAYS 

during Term 

Time Only 

£1.30 for three 

hours of peace and tranquillity 
(What a small price to pay) 


LIMITED SPACES: call 712299 
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Extended opening hours after school club at BLAP 
Moneays ane uecuer a? 5.30 - 7.30 from age 9 up 


lots to do including 
photography 
t-shirt printing 


cooking 
and loads more 


50p for the extra 2 hours (5.30 - 7.30) 


90D for the whole session (3 tO 7.30) 


NEWS FLASH 


Would you like to learn how 
to take and develop 
photographs at BLAP? 
New course starting on Tuesday 13 
April from 5 to 7.30pm for 8 sessions 

run by experienced 


photographer Ages 9 and he 
up just 50p per session; 
Space for 8 young people - 


book your place now by 
calling BLAP on the number above. 
Some of the photos produced will be 
printed in Leys News and also on 
display at Templar’s Square. 


supported by Oxford City Council Leisure Services. 


Fete and 


Table top sale 
Thurs 22™ april 3 - 5pm 


bouncy castle 

tombola raffle 
games face-painting 

refreshments 

all donations welcome, 


but please no jumble 
tables £4 each 


call BLAP on 747704 
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Beginning in this issue of Leys News a page of sound 
advice from your local advice centre in Blackbird Leys. 
This issue’s topic is 


DEALING WITH DEBTS 


Many people are in debt today for all 
sorts of reasons. National Debtline and 
The Money Advice Trust have produced 
self help packs - 'Dealing with Your 
Debts’. This is free, confidential, 
independent advice on debt problems for 
people who pay rent or mortgages. 


contact the 
National Debtline on 0645 500511 
for a free self help pack. 


This is designed for you to work through yourself. 
You may find you can now deal with your debts 
yourself, and by writing or talking to your 
creditors, you can get your payments changed. 
But it does not mean you are on your own, 

if you need more advice; or you need help writing 
a letter or filling in a court form; 


contact us at: 
the Blackbird Leys Advice Centre 
or contact the 
Oxford Citizens Advice Bureau 
95 St Aldate’s Oxford OX1 1DA 
on 01865 247587 


CAN I GET CREDIT AGAIN? 


There is no such thing as a ‘credit blacklist’ but if 
you do not pay your debts you may find it 
difficult to get credit in future. 

When you apply for credit most companies will 
consult a credit reference agency. They keep 
records of all County Court judgements, 
bankruptcy orders and details on credit accounts. 
This information is kept on file for 6 years. It will 
show if you are behind with your payments. If 
you are in arrears or have a County Court 
judgement you may well be refused credit. 

The credit records will also show when you have 
paid your debts. From July 1993 information 
should only be kept on you and your immediate 
family at the same address. This means that 
people living there before or people who are not 
related to you, e.g. a lodger, should not affect 
your credit rating. You can add a notice of 
‘disassociation’ to your file to stop other people's 
details showing up. 


If you are refused credit you have the right to ask 
if the finance company has used a credit 
reference agency. They must give you the 
agency's name and address. 

To find out what information an agency holds on 
you, write to them and enclose a cheque or postal 
order for £2.00. The agency should send the 
information within seven days. If the information 
is wrong, you have the right to change it. If the 
information is correct, the agency does not have 
to remove it even if you ask them to. If you have 
paid the debt, you can ask them to mark the file 
as satisfied to show this is the case. 

The Office of Fair Trading publishes a useful 
guide dealing with credit reference agencies, 
called 'No Credit?’ or contact: 


the National Debtline 
for a fact sheet on Credit Reference 
Agencies 
on 0645 500511. 


CREDIT REPAIR COMPANIES 


You may have heard of companies that offer to 
clear your credit record on payment of a fee. Be 
very careful. Many credit repair companies 
promise to remove judgements when this cannot 
legally be done. Before sending any money to a 
credit repair company contact your local 
Trading Standards Service Department 

Oxfordshire County Council 

PO Box 618 
County Hall Oxford OX1 1DX 
01865 815000 


This information comes courtesy of 
The National Debtline and Money Advice Trust 


Blackbird Leys 
Advice Centre 


96 Blackbird Leys Road 
Blackbird Leys Oxford 0X4 5SH 
01865 717041 or 770206 


look out for another topic next issue 
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Men & Machines In Blackbird Leys 


The ABLE Open Learning Centre in Blackbird 
Leys has been operating for 10 years now, 
running free short courses and drop-in sessions 
for anyone over 16 living in Oxfordshire. But a 
new course starting this April will be the first of 
its kind run at ABLE. 


MEN & MACHINES is a short 

introduction to computers for men only, 

and the tutor will be Andrew Hilton. It 

will run on a Tuesday evening for 11 

weeks, starting on April 20th. This is the 

first time ABLE has run a computing 

course for men, and the course content 

has been changed so as to appeal to a 

new group. The course will also have an 
assistant tutor, Howard Spencer, so all 
students will get lots of personal attention 

and help. 

Perhaps you have just a bought a computer for 
home and would like to know how to use it, or 
maybe you would like see how it could help you 
with your work. This course will start with how 
to switch on a computer, and look at how they 
work, and whatis inside them. It will also cover 


some word processing, and so you would get a 
chance to produce your own printed work, for 
example, letters and posters. It may be that you 


ABLE Open Learning Centre 


The Centre is in the library at Oxford 
College (Blackbird Leys site). It is open 
FREE of charge to adults (over 16) living 
in Oxfordshire, and help students to 
improve their 


* English and study skills 
* Maths and 
* Basic computer skills 


Each student works independently on 
their own work programme. There are 
also courses in computing and English. 


We have a FREE creche on Wednesdays 
from 9.30 to 12.15 and on Thursdays 
1.30 to 3.30. 


Why not come and use us? 
Call 776334 


or drop in to make 


an appointment. 


ABLE Open Learning Centre, Oxford College, 
Blackbird Leys Precinct, Oxford OX4 5HN. 


Community Education 


LEARNING 


would like to brush up on your writing skills at 
the same time you would be able to work on your 
spelling and punctuation, and get any extra help 
you might need. You can earn a recognised 
certificate if you wish by putting together a folder 
of all your work no exam needed! 
At the end of the course you would get 
some advice about what you could do 
| next, and what training is available. You 
| might wish to explore other areas of 
computers, for example, spreadsheets, or 
you may decide you need to go back a 
step and improve your Maths first. 


If the idea of the course appeals to you 

but you are unable to attend this time 

around, the ABLE centre runs other short 

courses and also has drop-in sessions 

during the week where you could work on your 
English, Mathematics or basic computing. 
Distance Learning is also available if you are 
house-bound. 


For more information about the MEN 
& MACHINES course please ring 01865 
778827. For information about the 
ABLE Open Learning Centre please 
ring 01865 776334. 


Men and Machines 


an introduction to computers 


This course is for men only. It will 
give an introduction to what 
computers can do, how they work, 
and what’s inside them. You will 
get a chance to produce your own 
printed work and work for a 
certificate. 
Help with childcare may be available. 

ABLE Open Learning Centre, Oxford 
College, Blackbird Leys. 

Tuesdays 7 - 9pm 

April 20th 1999 


11 weeks 


At: 


On: 
Starts : 
For: 
Tutor : Andrew Hilton 


eee 
NO FEE 


POR LIFE 
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“The best A quote from 
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the city's a r < 


largest music 
event for young people held at 
Blackbird Leys Youth Centre during 
half term in February. 


A series of workshops covering drums and 
percussion, bass guitars, keyboards and decks, 
and guitars were held on the Monday and 
Tuesday. Wednesday saw a stretch limo parked 
outside the youth centre all day as Blackbird 
Leys was treated to a Reggae Showcase by Willie 
Stewart. internationally renowned drummer with 
Third World who has 

worked with Bob Marley, 

Stevie Wonder and 

Michael Jackson among 

others. Crowds packed 

into the Youth Centre to 

participate in an 

orchestral jam. 

Blackbird Leys rocked to 

its soul! 


Sebastian Johnson of the CDI's Youth Project and 
organiser of Music Power 99 said, "I don't think 
anyone could have dreamt about how brilliant the 
week was. We were privileged to have all those 
fantastic musicians and we showed yet again how 
talented young people from Blackbird Leys are. 
When asked if there would be another Music 
Power Sebastian said "Never....until next year" 


» a 


Look out for Young People’s Summer Project - August 2nd - 20th at the Youth Centre 


Leys News 14 Spring 1999 


a free fun day out in Blackbird 
Leys for the under 8's 
storytelling colouring competition parachute 
special guests sames and lots more 


at the BLACKBIR 
‘teeny LEISURE CEN 


Develop 


Thitiative PES 
cCDr : 
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Don't sit at home 
Waiting to 
be fleeced 
Come to the Credit Union 


The Credit Union is our own community 
banking group. managed by ourselves, for 
ourselves. You can save as little or as much as 
you like. Once you have been a regular saver 
for 13 weeks you can borrow twice as much as 
you have or up to £50, which ever is the bigger. 
Any loans after your first can be up to 3 times 
what you have saved. To borrow £200 for a 
year costs just £13. To find out more phone 
Jim Hewitt on 773098. 

Come to any of the collection points: 
Mondays - 10am - llam 
Church Centre, Cuddesdon Way 
Tuesdays - llam - 11.45am 
Family Centre, Cuddesdon Way 
Wednesdays - 12noon - lpm 
Dovecote, Nightingale Avenue 
Saturday - 10.30am - 11.30am 
Advice Centre, 96 Blackbird Leys Road 


aw 
ei 


yILY PROp 
< NEW OL" 7 
a> Le) 


Ss 


|e cre” 


Every Wednesday 11.30am - 2pm 


LUNCH CLUB 
A place to make 
Rake 


Bae ort 
Bree from 
parents 


Safe outdoor 
play area 
Day trip in the 
summer with 
free transport 


Delicious hot 
and cold food 


COFFEE 
SAUSAGE 
BURGER 
VEGE SAUSAGE 
VEGE BURGER 
FISHFINGER 
CRISPY PANCAKES 3 
JACKET POTATO 
CHIPS ADULTS 
CHIPS KIDS 

& MUCH, MUCH MORE 


Dovecote Centre, Nightingale Avenue. 
Everybody is welcome, you don’t have 
to have children just pop in for a 
coffee and see what it’s like. 
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OXFORI 
Cc ene 
MEDIATION 


Hello. My name is Rowen Smith. 

If you've been watching any of 

the “Neighbours from Hell” TV 
show, you will probably have seen how angry and 
helpless people can feel when they are having 
neighbourhood problems. 


At last, help is here in Blackbird Leys. Oxford 
Community Mediation has been helping people 
to sort out problems, ranging from parties to 
parking and dogs to drains, for about three years. 
We also help people who are having difficulties 
with friends, workmates or other family members. 
It doesn’t matter how large or small the problem 
is. Sometimes, what seems to be a small problem 
can be the most difficult to live with and it is 
often a good idea to try and sort things out before 
the situation becomes too tense. 


We are setting up a regular DROP-IN dispute 
surgery: HOLY FAMILY CHURCH in Cuddesdon 
Way. All welcome. 12.30PM - 2.30PM. This will 
take place on the FIRST TUESDAY of every 
month. (6th April. 4th May, 1st June). Its FREE 
and CONFIDENTIAL. For more info call Rowen 
at Oxford Community Mediation on 742439. 


-- 3 COMING SOON! 
e Beginners 
@ AEROBICS 


class in the Barn 


no competition 
no stereotypes 


Why not come along 
and learn how to keep 
fit and lose weight? 


with a professional 
aerobics teacher 


Special Deal - FREE for 

the first two sessions 

normal charges £1.50/session 
Interested? 

Call Teresa on 714264 
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The Farmhouse, 
Nightingale Avenue, 
Blackbird Leys, 

OX4 5BU. Tel: Ox 712244 


Leys Residents 
Association 


Leys Residents Association held their 
AGM on the 9th February. We saw a 
lively meeting in which many issues 
were explored. 


We have our first steps to independence as our 
finances improve. We are a central part of the 
Single Regeneration Budget Round 5 bid as we 
work to open the Kingfisher Green shop as a 
drop in, in the meantime we are available for 
consultation in the Clockhouse where we have a 
temporary office. Drop in to talk to a committee 
member on Wednesdays 2 - 3pm. Available hours 
will increase as demand increases. The more the 
facility is used, the more we will 

work to stay open. 


What is the office for? It is 
representative of our approach to 
the Community. We are a grass 
roots organisation and need to 
know the joys and the difficulties of 
living on the estate. We best 
represent resident needs if you let 
us know what they are. We enjoy 
good relations with the Advice 
Centre, Mediation, local police etc. 
We also enjoy good relations with 
the Housing Associations, but we 
don’t let that interfere with our need 
to bark at them when we feel things 
need changing, or if we feel they need to take 
action. It is our purpose to represent you and 
make life here all that it should be. We have a 
hard working committee who have taken on an 
assortment of jobs, continuing and building 
subcommittees in areas of need, such as traffic 
control, fund raising, leisure, and looking at anti- 
social behaviour. 


Our last year saw us reach many goals. We saw 
wonderful results. This year we want to see so 
much more. We have a strong committee 
representing a good ethnic mix and a wide range 
of ages. We have a commitment to work for the 
good of the community! Our meetings are on the 
second Tuesday of the Month at 6.30pm at the 
Clockhouse (Creche available) so come and 
support us, and don’t forget to drop in to the 
Clockhouse on Wednesdays between 2 and 3 
and support us. 


Gina Ravens, Chair. 
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Workers’ Education 
Association (wea) 


courses starting soon: 
Women & Health (tasters) - 
Cuddesdon Family Centre - April 19, 
23, 26, 30, May 7 & 10 - FREE + FREE 
Creche. 
Confidence and Assertiveness for 
Women - Florence Park Family Centre 
- Starts Tue 4th May, 9.30 - 11.30am - 
FREE + FREE Creche. 
Everyday Science - Florence Park 
Family Centre - Starts Tue 4th May, 
12noon - 2pm -FREE + FREE Creche. 
Black History for Beginners - Asian 
Cultural Centre - Starts May 6th 10am 
- 12noon 


For more information on these or other WEA 
courses, ring Annie Winner on Oxford 361841. 


THAMES AND SOLEN 


One moment from the AGM at the Clockhouse 


CUDDESDON CORNER FAMILY CENTRE 


OPEN WEEK 


Monday 10th - Thursday 13th May 


Have you heard of us and wondered what goes 
on? Are you looking for somewhere new to go? 


* meet other people * secure garden * try out 
new activities + learn new things * a change of 
scene ° 


OPEN THROUGHOUT SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 


The Family Centre Open Week will be an 
opportunity to really put you in the picture : 
Food & Fun, Exhibitions and Displays. 


OPEN TO ALL FAMILIES 


Call in at the Centre or call us on 773263. 
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Blackbird Leys 
Community 
Development 
Initiative 


CDI 
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“What ore we up to? 


SOSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSSHSHSHSHSHSSHSHSHSSHSHSHSHSSHSHSHSHSHSHSSHSHSSHSHHSSHSHSHSHHSHSSHEHSHSSHHHSEEEEE 


Who are the 
Under 8’s & Families Team? 


The Blackbird Leys Community 
Development Initiative (CDI) is an 
umbrella organisation which supports 
local projects that will bring long term 
benefit to the whole community of 
Blackbird Leys. 


The Families & Under 8’s Team are just one part 
of the CDI and our job is to work with local 
people to support existing under 8’s & Families 
services and to help develop new ones. By 
services we mean activities, information & advice, 
anything that supports parents, carers and 
children and improves the quality of their lives on 
Blackbird Leys. You may have seen us around 
the place but here’s your chance for a formal 
introduction! 


The CDI Under 8’s team from left to right : 


Carol Baxter (Dovecote Centre Development Worker), 
Maria O'Reilly (Outreach Worker, Cuddesdon Corner Family saute) 


Gillian Warland (Under 5's Outreach Worker) 
Helen Lee (Pre-School Committee Support Worker) 
Jenny O'Loughlin (Administrator) 

Tracey Collins (Under 8’s Project Manager). 


Are your Ears Burning? 


About 20 local people of all ages attended 2 days 
of consultation and training at Blackbird Leys 
Leisure Centre. We talked about a range of 
things such as ‘What is good and bad about 
Blackbird Leys? What makes a good 
consultation? How can we reach hard to reach 
people? The ideas collected from these 
discussions are being written up into a report (it’s 
nearly ready!) and are being used to help plan for 
this year and beyond. Please contact Tracey on 
717701 if you would like a copy. 


Many thanks to the Leisure Centre & to those 
who attended including students from Wesley 
Green School Council & Blackbird Leys CFE. We 
wish that more local people had come. All the 
participants said that they would come again and 
that the CDI should run more consultations like 
this, perhaps involving the police or local 
politicians. 
The January and 
February dates were 
cancelled due to lack of 
interest BUT if you area 
local person with ideas 
about life on Blackbird 
Leys and you can spare 
three mornings over the 
next year, then you may 
like to join our ‘Are Your 
Ears Burning Under 8's 
Advisory group. We 
hope to form a group 
consisting of local people 
who can give us up to date 
information about what is good 
and bad for children & parents 
K on Blackbird Leys and what 
‘ yy could be done to improve 
A things. In future years, we 
hope these people see their 
ideas take shape in 
Blackbird Leys! 


The CDI 
Under 8's 
Team 
/ appreciate 
the 
support & hard 
work of many 
committed 
individuals and 
organisations. 
Thanks! 


Would you like to work for 
the CDi Under 8's Team? 


We often need jobs done on a casual basis, e.g. 
clerical work, typing and helping out with 
events. If you would like to be on our Casual 
Worker bank and be paid £4 - £6 p/hour if and 
when we need you, please get in touch. 
Opportunities for training and developing skills 
are available. Telephone Jenny on 717701 at 
the Pathway office for more information. 


The meetings will be fun 
and interactive (YOU 
talk more than us!) and 
include a free lunch. 
Nobody gets put on the 
spot, there’s no 
homework and you don’t 
have to spell! Childcare 
expenses will be paid. 
Info from Tracey on 
717701. 


The European Social Fund (ESF) has 
given money to a partnership of four 
local organisations (BBLeys CDI, The 
Pre-schools Partnership, The 
Dovecote Voluntary Parent 
Committee & Cuddesdon Corner 
Family Centre). We would like the community to 
know about this money and the work being done. 
We think it’s important that local people know 
about the services that affect them and that they 
feel able to have a say about what happens in 
their community. If you would like more 
information about the CDI or its work, please 
contact Tracey Collins on 717701. 


Parents and Pre-schools Survey 


If you are a parent or carer of a child attending a 
local pre-school, you may have been approached 
by a CDI worker asking for your views on your 
child’s pre-school provision and what it means to 
you as a parent or carer. The results from this 
survey will be available soon and will be of great 
use in helping the Pre-schools Partnership & the 
CDI plan for the future. Thanks to those who 
gave their views. 


SRGPUAN BOSAL BND CR 


Sh aad 
»_ 


Opportunities for Training 


Many of the projects 
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Is the CDI supporting you? 


.-- ROUNDUP... 
The Oxford Mobile Creche: 


14 local women graduated as qualified creche 
workers last October. One of the graduates is now 
co-ordinating the beginnings of a community 
creche business, which employs local people to 
provide quality childcare. The CDI is supporting 
the project while a Board of Directors is formed 
and a business plan is prepared. 


The Dovecote Drop in Creche 


a weekly term time, low cost creche which 
provides fun for children and support for parents. 
Committee Support to community groups: Lemon 
Juice (Young Parents Group), New OI’ Leys Lunch 
Club, Dovecote Carer & Toddler Group & local 
Pre-schools. 


Dovecote After School Club & Holiday 
Playscheme 


This project is run by the Dovecote Voluntary 
Parent Committee supported by Carol Baxter, the 
Dovecote Development Worker. The DVPC have 
recently become a partner in the ESF project and 
have a say in how this project is managed. 
Planning for Easter & Summer Playschemes is 
underway as well as fundraising for a possible 
new Saturday Club for winter ‘99. If you have 
skills and time to offer, please contact Nicola or 
Amanda on 712299. 


The Pre-schools Partnership 


The four local pre-schools, Rainbow, Blackbird 
Leys, Family Support Group & Shepherds Hill 
meet monthly as the BBLeys Pre-School 
Partnership. They exchange ideas and good 
practice, and work towards ensuring the 
availability of good quality, low 


supported by the CDI are 
run by volunteers or people 
who have no formal 
qualifications. These are 
local people, often parents 
or carers who are using the 
skills they have for the 
benefit of the community. 
One of the main purposes of 


Are you bored? New to the 
area? Lonely? Fed up? Would you 
like some advice or support? 


Would you like to make new friends, 
chat, take part in activities or just 
hang out? 

If so, you are welcome to call Maria 
O'Reilly, the CDI Outreach Worker 
on 773263. 


cost childcare. 

Leys Training 
..is a leaflet which gives the 
highlights of affordable training 
(local or easy to reach) to people 
of all ages and of all interests. 
Pull out the Leys News middle 
page spread for the latest 


the funding we have from the 

European Social Fund is to 

help local people develop skills and confidence. If 
volunteers or staff need training, we are able to 
pay towards course fees and child care costs. 
Last term staff from the four local pre-schools 
attended training to help them in their work with 
children who have special needs. This term, staff 
from the After School Club are attending First Aid 
training. 

If you would like to get involved with local Under 
8's & Families projects, develop your skills and 
confidence and perhaps work towards a 
recognised qualification, please contact Gill on 
717701 or Maria on 773263. 


edition. 


Local Training 


Committee Skills Training, ‘Women, Work & 
Computers’, a free 8wk course & the City & Guild 
Certificate in Sessional Creche Work course. 


Local Childminders 


...meet regularly for support & information. 
Contact Gillian Warland for more info. 


The Under 8's & Families Library 
... housed in the CDI Pathway Office is a slowly 
growing information & resource library for local 
groups and families. 
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Life in a Wheelchair 


My name is Marsha and I am 22 years 
old. I was born with cerebral palsy, That 
is why I am confined to a wheelchair. 
Cerebral palsy is brain damage due to a 
lack of oxygen when you are born which 
might affect your speech and movement. 
I live in student accommodation called 
Taylor House. By the end of the year I 
hope to be more independent so I 

can get my own bungalow or flat. 


I go to college on Mondays and Tuesdays 

- my last year of a business 

administration course. On Wednesdays I 

go to the Shotover Centre. Thursdays I 

work with the Leys News Newspaper at 

the Dovecote Centre, Blackbird Leys. I 

get much needed free time on Fridays 

and Weekends. 

Being in a wheelchair is hard because I have to 
depend on other people to help with my everyday 
activities and needs. Also I am seen as a fire 
hazard to some places like pubs, clubs and 
cinemas. 


VOLUNTEERS. 
NEEDED 


ADVOCACY 


FINANCE & 
FUNDRAISING 


For someone who’s in a wheelchair I have an 
excellent social life. I have lots of friends. I am an 
easy person to get along with. I love partying in 
5th Avenue Nightclub and Yates wine bar. | go 
shopping into town on the low-liner buses. 


I feel some people are too patronising because 

they talk to me as if I am thick. When I am witha 

friend or my Mum, people always tend to talk to 

them instead of me. My Mum always replies to 

them: “Marsha can talk for herself.” and then 

they ask me a question, but they go back to my 
Mum to ask What did she say?”. 


This really annoys me because it shows 
] they are not listening. Three of the 
things that I really hate are when people 
| pat me on the head and say “Aren't you 
4 Sweet?” or when going along the street 
minding my own business someone 
would stop and say “I wish I was ina 
wheelchair.” Finally when people stare at 
me for ages as if I was an alien from outer space, 
making me feel uncomfortable. 


I wish people who drive wouldn't park on the 
pavement and ramps because I can’t get past. 
Sometimes I feel like scratching the cars but I 
don’t do it. 


PUBLICITY & 
ADVERTISING 


TELEPHONE 
HELPLINE 
WORK 


MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE 


CAMPAIGNING 


especially from the Asian, African, African-Caribbean, Chinese 
communities and anyone else who feels excluded 


If you have a few hours a week to spare, and want to meet new people, develop new skills, have a positive 
impact on the community, and gain valuable work experience with a mental health charity. Full support and 
on-going training are provided, all expenses paid including childcare and reasonable dependency costs. 


phone Liz or Ben on 01865 728981 


at the Oxfordshire Mental Health Resource Centre 19 Paradise Street Oxford OX1 1LD 


OMHM receives financial support from Oxfordshire County Council, and the National Lottery Board. 
Reg. Charity no 1017602 
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Introduction to 


COMMUNITY BUSINESS | 
MANAGEMENT COURSE WORKSHOP 


Reg Charity: 1014416 


12 sessions starting on May 10th Fair Employment for 
i Peopie with Disabilities 


at Oxford Construction Skills Centre, 1 "Guiry BARDEN 


Horspath Road. h—--= PRODUCTS FROM 
Course accredited by Oxfordshire Open College : SS MANDO 
Network at levels 1 & 2 "_ WITHIN OUR WORKSHOP 
Free to individuals from Blackbird Leys =I Chea aek doe 
|. Treilis, Seating, Wildlife 
~~~ VISITORS WELCOME 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
Dunnock Way 
Blackbird Leys 
| Oxford OX4 5EX 


Legal structures, basic accounting, recruiting & 
employing staff and roles & responsibilities 
of directors/trustees. 


Subjects covered include: | 
| 


If interested please contact 
Joanne Willett at the OCDA on 01865 772822 ] 


(04865) 714114 


The Cowley Training Centre is open for you... 


@ Get WebWise. Become a confident Internet user 


free 2 revening sessions fo iitroduce you to Lhe mysterics of the World Wide Wel 


( owley as part of a omjor new BBE projest. 28 April. 4, 12, 19, 26 May, 9 dune, 19.00 21.00 


@ Free computer courses for unwaged people 


e e 
i ra | n ] n g Computers Don't Bite Mormiy Course, 21 Apnt & 5 May. 9:30. 12.30 


Internet First Steps Mornme Course. 25 May & 8 dune. 9:30 - 12530 


C e ntre @ Other beginners’ computer courses 


(40% discount for unwaged people or voluntary organisations) 
Essentigds of MS Windows @5/98, £4 April & 10 May. 9:30. 4:30, ¥95 


7 Bobby Fryer Close Essentials of MS Word, 17 May, 9:30 - 4:30, £95 
Cow ley In ‘Touch with Compaters, 24 May. 9:50 © 3:00. £40 
OXFORD In ‘Touch with Wort Processing, 18 June, 0.30 - 3.00, £40 
OX4 2SR Kssentials of MS Excel, 25 June, 9550-150, Y95 


i $995 tormake effective frunimy avadable te Jocal 


ho. + ~ » The Cowley Traisan Cee we Ope 
Fel: 01865-776876 people and busine aly ste je and ooly ten minutes’ walk fron Biacktard Leys. the 


Ceatre offers short courses with frieatly jerofessional Gsaners os an idttrective asd colaxed 


L partnership betiveen OT au 


Oxford City Counert and Beginners in eamiputing: 2 sity welcome to eoms 
taxjard College of Further Lducution today's jobs. Just call Jo Sheridan to find cut more 


... why not come and find out more? 


stad tesco the skills: needed for avaiy of 
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LEYS Football Club News 


The first team are now in 2nd place in the Premier 
Division and are about to contest the semi-final of 
the Cup. Key striker Delroy Thomas has broken a 
leg and will be out for the rest of the season. The 
reserve team are not doing quite as well as the first 
team, but have won 3 matches and there is keen 
competition for places in the team. The Club is 
desperately seeking funding or sponsorship for the 
teams. It’s finding it difficult to pay for training 
pitches, practices and referees. Subs have had to be 
increased recently. Anyone who can help out 
financially or in other ways please get in touch with 
Club Chairman Andy Beale on 453666. 


COMPETITI 
Name a Cafe 


A community Cafe will be opening in the Spring / 
Summer at the Barn, Nightingale Avenue. It will 
be run by the community business, Pedlars, the 
local sandwich delivery business. In celebration of 
this event, we will be having a party and the Cafe 
needs a suitable name. Please send in your 
suggestions (by 12noon on Friday 30 April), with 
your name & address, and if chosen... 


...Cut the ribbon on Opening Day an 
win a 3 course meal for two people. 
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Community 
Cleaning 
Company 


Lid. 
Company Limited By Guarantee No. 
3648240 


We offer excellent hourly rates for indus- 
trial, office and domestic cleaning in the 
Rosehill /Cowley / Blackbird Leys area 


All our staff are local people and we pride 
ourselves in their commitment and ability 
to do the work. 


We are a not-for-profit company that 
seeks to create training and employment 
opportunities in the area 


CALL US NOW FOR A COMPETITIVE 
QUOTE FROM A COMPANY THAT iS 
INVESTING IN THE AREA! 
Tel: (01865) 777751 
sers809*@8SPECIAL OFFER 


15% Discount offered to any elderly or 
disabled person who books a home 
spring clean before the end of April 
1999. 

We have immediate vacancies for 
cleaners in the area - call to apply. 


( Blackbird ) CAMPING & lt LIFE SUPERSTORE 


Bonanza 


...is almost one 
year old, having 
started on May 
29th 1998. 
There are over 
1300 members. 
Total prizes in 
excess of 
£18,000 have 
been awarded. 
For more 
information 
contact Carol, 


CAMPING & 
OGUTDOOR 
CATALOGUE 


FRAME TENTS 
DOME & RIDGE 
TENTS 


CARAVAN AWNINGS 


fl PLLARGE SELECTION |] sesmsse 
TENT, EASY TO FIND 


veseiBe —- 


Bonanza 
Coordinator on To uy © HWoO te |) Ds 
\ Sater Basse 426 ABINGDON ROAD OXFORD 01865 246651 
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Useful Numbers 


General 


Abandoned vehicles. These are a danger to our 
children. Telephone Environmental Health 
252818. 

Crimestoppers. Call in complete confidence, 
Freephone 0800 555111 ; 
Street lighting. Faulty lights please telephone 
freephone 0800 317802 and report the number 
on the lamp. 

Dog nuisance. Telephone 252914 and tell the 
dog warden about the animals. Out of hours 
240924. 

Pollution. Have you seen pollution in our 
streams and rivers? Telephone the National 
Rivers Authority on (0800) 807060 immediately. 
Junk mail. If you wish to limit the receipt of 
unsolicited mail, write to the mailing preference 
service, FREEPOST 22 London WIE (no stamp 
required). They will send you a form on which to 
request their member organisations not to send 
you unsolicited mail. IT IS FREE and IT WORKS. 
Garden Refuse. The City Council will provide 
green waste sacks at 50p each, and collect up to 
two sacks per week. Tel. 752912. 

Pavement hazards and crumbling roads. Have 
you seen loose slabs, broken kerb stones, blocked 
road drains, gravel and silt after floods? What 
about potholes? Telephone 747390. 

Noise. Noise can do your head in! Telephone 
252556 for some peace. 

Pest control. Call the Bug Busters at 
Environmental Health on 252384. 

Bulk Rubbish Collection. Don't fall over it! Call 
725912. . 


Blackbird Leys Parish Council 
Cuddesdon Family Centre... 
Adventure Playground.... 
Leisure Centre.... 

Peers Sport Centre.... 

Doctors Surgery 

Advice Centre 
Youth Centre 
Dovecote Centre 
Swimming POO] 
B.B Leys Library. ..-770403 
Health Visitors 715689 
Syn gestamdmecdlesianc. es. cressrresce sears .249811 


712620 
.773263 
747704 
771565 
779348 
778244 
770206 
772886 
112299 
779348 


City Council Local Housing Offices 

Blackbird Leys 3 Cuddesdon Way, Blackbird 
Leys, Oxford OX4 5JH. Telephone 01865 718811 
Open all day Monday to Thursday 9am until 
5pm. Friday 9am until 4.30pm. 


Out of hours emergency service for Oxford City 
Council Tenants: 

Leys Residents Association. Make sure your 
voice is heard. To positively contribute to 
improvements to “Leys Estate’, Contact the 
association at: The Farmhouse, Nightingale 
Avenue, Blackbird Leys. Telephone Ox 712244. 
Cherwell Housing Trust : 722711 or 717210 or 
fax 790702. Wednesdays 9.30am - 12.30pm. 
Ealing Family Housing Association (Elaine 
Partridge): 712244 or fax 712121. 

Oxford Citizens Housing Association (Phil 
Hardy). Blackbird Leys Office:714509 or fax 
717404. Head Office: 773555. 

Northcote Housing Association: Tel: Oxford 


712244, 
Police 


Community Beat Officers: PC 4350 Steve 
Fredericks, PC 4491 Martin Biddell, PC Paul 
Saunders and PC 2424 Bill Pennington: Oxford 
335138. This number is an answerphone that 
may not get checked for 48 hours. Use this 
number for passing info to community beat 
officers or requests for them to contact you on a 
non-urgent basis. 

Customer Services: This is answered in person 
90% of the time. Use this number for reporting 
incidents that do not need police attendance, eg: 
theft of cycles, minor damage etc., with no 
witnesses. Call Oxford 266333. 

Oxford Control Room: This number will be 
answered by the switchboard - please ask for 
Oxford Control Room. To report crime or an 
incident that DOES require police attendance. 
Call Oxford 266000. 

Cowley Police Station: Oxford 749909 also 
Family Protection Unit on 335200. 

Crime Stoppers: Freephone 0800 555111. For 
confidential information for Community Police 
Officers. 

Police Emergency: Just call 999. For threats to 
life or crime that is taking place as you see it, eg: 
an assault or burglary that is taking place. 
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Weekly Events 


MONDAY 


Drop in Creche 10 - 1 pm. £1.50 per child Dovecote 
Centre, term time only. 


After School Club 3.15 - 4.45 pm for 5 12 yr olds, at 
the Dovecote Centre - 50p. 


Boxercise 6 - 7 pm. Leisure Centre. 


TUESDAY 
Cedars Club 9 am - 4 pm at the Clockhouse. 


Career Guidance 9 am. - 1 pm. At the Oxford College of 
F. Education Library, Blackbird Leys. 


Step exercise 10 am - 11 am Leisure Centre. 


After School Club 3.15 - 4.45 pm for 5 to 12 yr olds - 
Dovecote Centre 50p. 


Afca Drop in Session 6 - 8.30 pm at the Holy Family 
Church Hall. 


Karate 6 - 7pm, the Barn. 
Kick Box Training 8 - 9pm 
Boxercise 7.30 - 8.30 pm Leisure Centre. 


WEDNESDAY 


After School Club 3.15 - 4.45 pm for 5 to 12 yr olds 
Dovecote Centre 50p. 


Cedars Club 9 am - 4 pm at the Clockhouse. 
New Ol’Leys 12 - 2pm Dovecote Centre. All ages. 
Lunch Club & Toy Library. 

Gymnastics 4 - 6pm Leisure Centre. 


African Caribbean young people’s sports sessions, 5 - 
6pm, the Leisure Centre. Call Koffi 772886 for details. 


Oxford Community Education Group, 5.30 - 7.30 pm 
study session for 9+ olds of Afro-Caribbean origin, term 
time only at the Youth Centre. 


Youth Club 7.30 - 9.30 at the Barn. 


THURSDAY 


Career Guidance 9 am - 1 pm - Oxford College of 
Further Education Library, Blackbird Leys 


Body Blitz Fitness 10 - 11 am Leisure Centre. 


Carer & Toddler Group 10 - 11.30 am Dovecote Centre. 
All welcome 50p per session. Also toy library. 


After School Club 3.15 - 4.45 pm, 5 - 12 yr olds 50p. 


Kick Boxing 6.30 - 8.30 pm at the Barn Adults £2.50 
Juniors £2. 


Sin & Slim 7 pm fitness classes, Blackbird Leys or at 
Cowley Reformed Church, Temple Road at 6.30 pm. 


FRIDAy 


Legs, Bums & Tums 10 - 11 am & 11.15 am - 12.15pm 
Leisure Centre. 


Bingo for Over 50s 7.30 - 9.30 pm, Clockhouse. 


SATURDAY 


Karate Club 10 - 11 am The Barn for ages 5 to 12 yr 
old £2 per session. 


Councillors Surgeries 11 - 12noon Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 


Self-Defence, 6 - 8pm the Barn. 


Dance, 4.30 - 5.30pm and Bingo 6.30 - 9.45pm at the 
Leisure Centre. 
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The OSJ Music Project 


An opportunity for anyone and everyone to get 
involved in music making - no skills needed! 
Following the success of last year’s project in 

Cutteslowe, the Orchestra of St John’s, Oxford’s 
Orchestra in Residence, are now offering their 
time, skill, patience (and music) to the residents 
of the Leys estates. 

Workshops and rehearsals will be held over the 

coming months, concluding in a wide-ranging 
cultural event (probably Autumn ‘99). 


Find out more - call Anita Hasoon, 
Project Coordinator on 790610. 


Upcoming Events 
Sat 10 April - Easter Entertainments (from 5.30) and 
Disco (7pm) at The Barn. 

Thurs 15 April - Public Meeting on Police Relations, 
7.30pm Holy Family Church Hall, Cuddesdon Way. 
Call 511861 more for info. 

Thu 22 April - 3-5 Fete and Table Top Sale, 
Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground. 

Thu 6 May - Local Elections. 

Sat 8 May - 11-2 Under 8’s Fair, Leisure Centre. 
Monday 10 May - Thursday 13 May Cuddesdon 
Corner Open Week. 

Monday 24 May - Public Meeting to discuss Football 
Stadium & its future. 7.30pm at Holy Family Church 
Hall. Call Cllr Paul Ingram on 245796. 

Thu 10 June - European Elections. 


eal : 

Water Workout seeks new people to join a 
friendly, sociable group, Tuesdays: 12 - 1pm. 
Supported exercise to music ® Suitable for the 
over 50s ® Warm Water at 87 degrees ¢ Friendly 

Instructor ° Ability to swim is not essential ¢ 

FREE to ‘Aqua’, ‘Active’, and ‘Cool Slice’ card 

holders ¢ £2 to Bonus card holders ° £3 
otherwise at the Blackbird Leys Pool. 


The CDI Under 8’s Team 
has produced LEYS TRAINING as part of the 
European Social Fund Project. We produced 
two pilot leaflets last year which we hope you 
found useful. We decided that a better way 
to distribute the leaflet is through the 
community newspaper because it gets 
delivered to every household on the estate. We 
asked for the centre page spread and a 
different colour so that you might feel tempted 
to pull it out and use it for reference or as 
pinboard decoration! The leaflet is designed to 
give you up to date information about courses 
and useful organisations to contact. We also hope 
it gets you thinking about what choices are avail- 
able to you locally. The CDI is interested in 
enabling local people to develop their skills and 
confidence, supporting them on the path to fu- 
ture employment. Is this leaflet useful to you? 
Do you like the colour? Does it contain 
everything you want to know? 
Please feel free to phone Tracey Collins at the 
CDI Under 8’s and Families Project on 
717701 and tell us what you think. 


3no jInd B yoR},ep 
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Training opportunities from 

Able Open Learning Centre 

Cowley Training Centre - 

eae Community Education 
t 


OCDA ; 

Oxford Film & Video Makers 
Oxford Womens Training Scheme 
Playworker training 

Ruskin College 

Social Services 

and more ... 


Learning for Purpose 
& Pleasure 
Activities for ALL 


Recent courses include 


Chi kung for Confidence 
the 50+ building for men 
dg 
Playskills for” 


Asian Women's 
Daa Activity Group 


Paint Effects - 
transform your 
home! " 


hee 
Golden Threads , 
Craft Groupfor ~ ‘vy 
Older Learners 


Book Group 


Monthly discussion of « 
book chosen by group 


Cooking fr (Bd CO _. 
Healthy Eating WOOL 
courses run in family centres, community and drop-in centres 
usually free - sometimes there's a material contribution 
free creche and language support offered 


ALL WELCOME! 


to find out more ring Diana on 727148 
Cowley CEC Office Union Street Oxford 


Supplement to Le 


Ruskin Learning Programme Summer Term 1999 
FREE COURSES 


pulting women in the picture 
OXFORD starting later in the year 

‘ (ee ., ‘tee foundation course in video production 

% ON = 

RS Open College accredited 

at the Northway Centre, Maltfield Road, Oxford 


MONDAYS 
Ilam - Ipm 


Social Psychology for beginnners 
what makes people tick? - society, identity, race, gender and more 


2- 3.30pm Agewell (over 50's) 


discuss issues and interesting topics in a friendly environment 


Afro-Caribbean History & Culture 


7 - Ipm 


TUESDAYS 
l0am - Ipm 


call OFVM on 760074 or 
Oxford Womens Training Scheme 741317 
to find out more 


Starting Out 
introductory skills in literacy, numeracy and computing in a 
friendly environment. people with dyslexia welcome (free lunch) 
Computing for Beginners 

Philosophy for Beginners 


introduces some of the ideas and arguments of philosophers 


2 - 3pm 
Drea 


OXFORD starting in Ap 

WORKING FOR 

) BN _, CARPENTRY & 

S(\ Wee = intRopuctory 
co Xs 


WEDNESDAYS 
10am - 3pm 


Changing Directions 
topics and activities for people wanting to change their lives (free lunch) 
THURSDAYS 
10am - 2pm 


Women's Psychology, Health & Education 

issues, skills, knowledge and guidance for women 

returning to education or work (free lunch) 
Agewell Arts Group 

for people ofall ages interested in the arts -a self organised group 

English as a Foreign Language 


& ENGLISH asa: 
Tame «=: COMPUTING w 
BASIC MATHS 

for further 


details call and starting il 
741317 BASIC CAR M/ 


2 - 4pm 


7 - 8.45 


FRIDAYS 
9.30 - |lam 


Literature for Beginners 
writers and their writing 
Teaching Methods 
a chance to learn some of the skills involved in 
teaching adults for absolute beginners - friendly and fun 
Thinking about Democracy 


10am - 12pm 


Open Learning Centre 
at Blackbird Leys 


10am - 2pm 


11.30 - Ipm Creative Writing - a chance to develop i 
confidence in writing and self expression See full ad in 
1.30 - 4.30pm Computer Workshop LEYS NEWS for courses 


relaxed and enjoyable - try the internet! Men and Machines and 
You can gain nationally recognised qualifications on all courses 
i ; , arting with Computers 
Contact Natalie Clarke on 554331 for further information 8 2 


further details on 778827 


OXFORD 


CONSTRUCTION E—ted 
SKILLS CENTRE ENGLAND 
———e— 
NEW PREMISES! 
MORE TRAINING! 


eee heen, 
eo? ee 


\ 

SHORTER COURSES! Py °°” STARTING IN MAY °° 
Free training in carpentry _, Us ae NE ee ce 
and joinery plus eee eae ie : h ou 
building crafts ofa Dy, SoLicht no 


ie our new course? e 
free protective clothing and tools e to help you gain confidence > 
assistance with travel *e Miclenietcn ond or 
four days training per week OF stroppy ner 

°e,. customers .e° 
phone JUDITH on fe cccccce®” 


01865 772822 for details on any of these courses 


News Spring 99 


Playworker Training 
Oxford City Early Years Inter-agency Training Spring & Summer 1999 


For people caring for and working with children under 8 years old: childminders, 
playgroups, playschemes, nurseries, creches, nurseries, foster & respite carers, 
after school clubs, out of school care schemes & family centres. 


Course participants currently putting together portfolios for National Vocational Qualifications 
will find that learning outcomes are stated for the courses. After the training session, course 
participants can collect evidence to show their competence and this can be used to build 

up their portfolios. 


see ad in Leys News 
for details of 


upcoming courses 
The courses cost between £2 and £4 and are run in a variety of venues and you need 


to book in advance. Ring Jo Andrews from the Early Years Team at Cricket Road on 
428096 for more information. 


Computers Don’t Bite 
InternetFirst Steps 
& Web Wise 


info on 776876 


pril 99 
R YOURSELF DATE COURSE TITLE VENUE 
& WOODWORK APRIL 
f PAINTING & DECORATING Weds 21 Grant Applications & Fundraising Bayswater Middle 
second language Thurs 22 Beyond the Kerb Cricket Road 
= Sat 24 9.30am First Aid Churchill Hospital 
vith language support Mon 26 Child Protection Cricket Road 
5 Weds 28 Information & CommunicationTechnology Cricket Road 
in June ul 
Tues 4 Valuing Volunteers Barton 
AINTENANCE Thurs 6 Art & Craft for all Abilities Northway 
Weds 12 Impact of Racism on the Identity Cricket Road 
of all Children 
Thurs 13 Circle Time Cricket Road 
Mon 17 Asian Cookery Blackbird Leys 
Weds 25 Top Sport Cricket Road Gym 
Thurs 27 Child Protection Cricket Road 
JUNE 
Enabling Disabled People through Information Technology Tues 8 Making Effective Presentations Cricket Road 
H H H ili Thurs 10 Room for Change Donnington Doorstep 
ving with : Disability? Tues 15 Different Cultures - Different Needs Barton 
terested in Computers? in Play 
| os Weds 16 African Caribbean Snacks Blackbird Leys 
ee Computer Training Fri 18 First Aid Churchill Hospital 
: you interested in computers? Tues 2 Rhythm & Music for 3-5 year olds Cricket Road +) 
you seeking employment but need re-training? Weds 30 Craft Play with 0-3 year olds Cricket Road nds 
t offers free ITC Training Weds 30 & July7 Planning for Desirable 
you have a GENUINE desire to learn Learning Outcomes Cricket Road 
sful skills that will help you in the job market? JULY 
Thurs 1 & 8 Loss Separation & Divorce Cricket Road 
Edit can help you Tues 13 Outdoor Play Bartlemas Nursery 


* Training to NVQ 1-3 

* Learn the latest windows software 

* Small groups and a friendly environment 
* Self learning and expert tutor support 

* Guaranteed sole use of computers 

* Centre based or distance learning 


unless otherwise stated these are all evening courses 


Don’t wait - start to improve 
your job prospects now 


rae 


@XFORDSHIRE 


E 


— 


for information and details 
of courses available 


phone Jon on 01865 396000 


If you are interested in any type of training in play or childcare, please give the 
CDI Under 8's Team a ring. We would like to know how many people would be 
interested in locally run courses. Call Gillian on 717701. 


Supplement to Leys News - Spring 99 
Contact numbers of training providers - to find out more please call them directly 


Abingdon College 01235 555585 
Able Open Learning Centre 778827 
Blackbird Leys Advice Centre 770206 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 171565 
Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground 747704 
Bloomin Arts 245735 
Citizens Advice Bureau St Aldates 247578 
CDI Youth Project 396490 
Chinese Community & Advice Centre 204188 


Community Education Adult Basic Skills778827 
Community Ed (English for speakers of other languages)/ 28688 


Cowley Community Education 727148 
Cowley Training Centre 776876 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Centre 243447 
Dialability Help Line 791818 
EDIT 396000 
Ethnic Minority Business Service 794431 
Forces Careers info 

Amy 515989 

Royal Navy 553431 

Airforce 552661 
Headington Area Community Education 768359 
Littlkemore Community Education 712094 
Lifechance Project 792662 
Learning Link - HeartofEnglandTEC 200466 
New Start Adult Guidance 798081 
OCDA UU EBL 


@XFORDSHIRE 

New Start ¢ sion 
opportunities to discuss careers, 
educationand vocational training, 
information and guidance 


free service 

for an eae manent at a convenient 
place and time 

call Carole Lushington on 

01865 798081 (24 hour answerphone) 


Blackbird Ley, 
Community 
Development 
Initiative 


| Ni 5 


located at 

the Pathways Centre 
Dunnock Way 
Blackbird Leys 
Oxford OX4 5EX 
01865 717701 


Open University 328034 
Oxford Benefits Agency 443333 
Oxford Brookes University 741111 
Oxford Careers Centre 790716 
Oxford Unemployed Workers & Claimants Union 723750 
Ox College of Further Ed (Open Learning) 250103 


Oxford College of Further Education24587 1/748880 
Oxford Film & Video Makers 741682 
Oxford Job Centre 445000 
Oxon Agricultural Ed Centre (warren Farm) 351794 
Ox County Council student Grants Section 815433 
Oxfordshire Chinese Community Centre 204188 


Oxfordshire Play Association 880900 
Oxford Womens Training Scheme 741317 
The PARASOL Project 742816 
Peers Early Educational Partnership 395145 
Plater College 741676 
Pre School Learning Alliance 245154 
Restore 790193 
Ruskin College Leaming Project 554331 
Thames Business Advice Centre 249279 
TRAX 243077 


Univ of Oxfordbept for Continuing Education2 70312 


WEA (general enquiries) 246270 
WEA (local activities) 361841 
Women’s Institute (Denman College) 391991 
Westminster College (Dept Contin. Ed) 247644 


Peers 
Early 
Education 


Partnership 
PEEP provides OCN accreditation for parents and carers 
attending PEEP groups. Accredited training for PEEP staff is 
also available. Call 395145 for more information. 


Interested in a career in social care? 
for men and women 16 - 64 

16 week part-time training course 

course to start in late 99 

NVQ assessment * travel allowance 
contribution towards child care costs 


ethnic communities and lone parents warmly welcomed 


ring Pearl Flanagan on 854420 


The CDI is funded by the European Social Fund (ESF) 
and the Single Regeneration Budget (SRB). 

The project aims to enhance the capacity of community 
organisations to help unemployed people on the pathway 
to regular employment. 


The information in this leaflet is accurate at the time of going to 
print, but we recommend direct contact with the organisations 
involved for fuller and up to date details. 


leaflet design by al cane - 01865 873951 visual@netmobile.com 


